
15 Years of Remarkable
Sunway-Lancaster Partnership

15 years ago, a pioneering partnership in education was established between two outstanding 
universities. In 2006, Malaysia’s Sunway University and Lancaster University in the UK agreed to 
work together to create a fantastic transnational education experience right here in Malaysia.

Sunway University took on the leadership role with Lancaster 
University to educate students, immersing them in different 
cultures and perspectives, and preparing them for the 
opportunities and challenges of an interconnected world. 

Celebrating its 15th Anniversary with the renowned Lancaster 
University, Sunway University open its door into a partnership 
with Lancaster University, with the purpose of enabling Sunway 
University students to receive a Lancaster degree alongside 
their Sunway degree. 

As a leading not-for-profit private university committed to 
the pursuit of educational excellence, Sunway University 
has established high quality in its teaching, with world-class 
research and strong business links.

So far almost 10,000 students have graduated from 
programmes offered through the partnership. The partnership 
has evolved from being teaching-focused to also include 
research engagement.

Exceptionally at Sunway University, you can pay for one 
programme and receive two degrees; one from Sunway 
University and Lancaster University. 

Students at Sunway University have the opportunity to study at 
Lancaster University UK campus through its 1+2 transfer, study 
abroad and summer programmes where applicable.

Ranked 11th in the UK by The Times and The Sunday Times 
Good University Guide 2022, and The Complete University 
Guide 2022, Lancaster University is also ranked as the World 
Top 150 in the world by the Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings 2022 and QS World University Rankings 
2022.

Professor Sibrandes Poppema, President of Sunway University 
shared, “Sunway University and Lancaster University have 
worked together collectively for over 15 years enabling our 
students to obtain dual degrees from both institutions. 
Lancaster is one of the leading UK universities with a reputation 
for academic excellence and thousands of students have been 
able to benefit so far and many more will do so in the years to 
come.”

The partnership goes from strength to strength and while the Lancaster-Sunway 
partnership initially focused on teaching, it has evolved to also include research 
collaboration.

The joint research Future Cities Research Institute (FCRI) that is based in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia builds on existing strengths in Sunway and Lancaster. The FCRI 
complements the work of the Jeffrey Sachs Center on Sustainable Development 
at Sunway University, and capitalises on Tan Sri Dato’ Seri Dr Jeffrey Cheah’s 
pioneering leadership in developing sustainable urban environments.

The Institute will maximise the impact of the wide variety of relevant, world-
leading research undertaken at Lancaster University, and build on existing 
research collaborations between the two institutions.

The latest “UK-Malaysia Education Institutional Partnership” award at the British 
Malaysian Chamber of Commerce (BMCC) Business Excellence Awards 2022 is a 
testament to the Sunway University and Lancaster University partnership as one 
of the most successful transnational partnerships in the world.

“We are delighted that this partnership has been recognised in the prestigious 
BMCC Business Excellence Awards. Lancaster University is extremely proud of its 
long-standing relationship with Sunway University, a partnership which celebrates 
its fifteenth anniversary,” said Professor Andy Schofield, Vice-Chancellor of 
Lancaster University.  


