
 
 
 

Commitment to reducing environmental impact 
 
 

Sunway University is committed to reducing its impact on the environment through ensuring 
sustainable choices in the carrying out of its operations. This is done through the principles of 
safety of building occupants, maintenance and upkeep to prolong facility lifespan, 
conservation of scarce resources, retro-fitting to improve water and energy efficiency, as well 
as continuing education of the campus community on sustainable behaviours. 

 
Through sustainability education, the University prepares students to become active citizens 
that practices climate positive behaviours. Students are also equipped with knowledge 
through the sustainability principles and issues that are embedded into the curriculum. 

 
The University also carries out community engagement activities at all levels in order to 
remain relevant to its local community. Public lectures on sustainability topics are freely 
available and SDG-focused webinars that discusses climate action at local level have attracted 
hundreds of participants since 2016. The University also promotes volunteerism and has 
organised many joint activities with non-profit or non-governmental organisations that has 
seen staff and students’ involvement in sustainable causes such as river cleanups, park 
conservation, tuition for school children from under-priviledged and marginalized 
communities such as refugees, orphans and the urban poor. 

 
The Smart Sustainable Campus Committee drives strategic sustainability initiatives on campus 
that promote climate action and implements policy changes where necessary. 

 
ENERGY 
Sunway University shall take all reasonable action to acquire electricity from renewable energy 
sources and minimize consumption in order to achieve a reduction of 20% of its carbon dioxide 
emissions by 2030. 

 
WASTE 
Sunway University shall implement measures to reduce waste generation from campus 
operations in order to achieve our commitment to divert 40% of waste from landfills by 2030. 

 
WATER 
Sunway University shall reduce its water intensity dependency from the municipal 
potable water supply by 10% by 2030. 



Energy efficiency in operations 
 
 

All development, alteration and retro-fitting work in University premises shall incorporate 
principles of sustainable practices and decisions that implement sustainable choices. Projects 
to enhance existing space, or develop new space for use shall optimize the use of natural 
resources, minimise energy and resource consumption and planned to reduce waste to a 
minimal level. The LEED Green Building principles shall be used as primary guidance. The full 
guidelines for project owners’ reference is available here. 

 
 

Projects that achieves the greatest resource savings (energy or water) shall be prioritized. The 
University facilities project management lifecycle is available here. 

 
 

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
 
 

Waste reduction is prioritized. Re-usable materials such as furniture, fittings and equipment 
will be reallocated for other use, donated where no longer required, or repurposed where 
possible. Waste separation is the only method of disposal on campus. Paper, plastic, food 
waste, chemical and other waste are properly treated to reduce environmental impact to a 
minimum level. The waste separation policy is available here. 

 
Sunway University has been consistent in advocating for a plastic free campus. The plastic 
minimization policy commenced with anti-plastic campaigns that date back to 2012, and 
continues to-date with campaign that discourages the use of single use plastic containers, which 
applies to food vendors and third parties present on campus. This campaign includes 
engagement in zero waste projects that directly aim to reduce single use plastic on campus such 
as a rentNreturn Food Container project. The complete no plastic policy can be found here.  
 
 

Water conscious practices 
 
 

Water for consumption is 100% treated and safe. The campus community is educated about 
the importance of water conservation by reducing water wastage. Free drinking water is 
provided around the campus and reusable water tumblers are provided to every staff and 
student to encourage sustainable practice. Single use plastic straws have been banned and 
water sold in single-use plastic bottles have been reduced drastically since 2017. The 
University has implemented rainwater harvesting systems to re-use water for non-potable use, 
such as irrigation and ground cleaning. Plants and greeneries on campus are of non-invasive 
breed and are drought-tolerant so it requires minimal irrigation. 

 
 
 
 

This policy statement document was adopted on 08 October 2021  
Please click here to read the full policy 

https://university.sunway.edu.my/sites/default/files/webuni/3-POL-Green-Building-SU.pdf
https://university.sunway.edu.my/sites/default/files/webuni/4-POL-Project-Management-SU.pdf
https://university.sunway.edu.my/sites/default/files/webuni/Waste%20Management%20OP.pdf
https://university.sunway.edu.my/sites/default/files/webuni/No-Single-Use-Plastic-Policy-SEG.pdf
https://university.sunway.edu.my/sites/default/files/webuni/2-POL-Environmental-Sustainability-SU.pdf
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