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Note from

the Dean
In the School of Arts we are

establishing a dynamic hub of critical
and creative research, teaching,
learning, artistic expression and
collaboration across and within

disciplines. Our students, faculty and
staff are critical thinkers, engaged

global citizens, collaborative partners,
bold leaders and innovators, and

creative practitioners. Through our

research, we seek to nurture talent,

employ imagination and foster ambition
to understand the world, assess our
place in it, generate new ideas and
modes of expression and help find
solutions facing the world.

We firmly believe that the Arts and
Humanities are essential to human

existence. They play a prominent role

in creating and conveying humanist and

As such, we aim to work across cultures

to foster in-depth knowledge and creative

practices that span disciplines to establish
Sunway University as a leading centre for
research in the region and globally.

As a researcher in the School of arts at
Sunway university, you will promote

imaginative, innovative and critical research
and/or arts practice and help establish an

inclusive and interdisciplinary research-

creation culture ingrained in a variety of

practices and methodologies. We welcome
enquiries and expressions of interest, and
look forward to hearing from you!

PROF. MATTHEW SANSOM

DEAN OF THE SCHOOL OF ARTS
2021

cultural values to society.

© Unsplash. Alice
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Digital Worlds
and Media
Since Full Immersive Virtual Reality
technologies have become available to the
public (starting from 2016), more and more
effort is being made every day in order to

extend the boundaries into new fields. This
has been empowered by the demand from
different sectors - from the Creative
Industries and Arts, to Social Services and
Education.

There are so many fascinating issues to be
explored around these new technologies and
the different modes of communication that
have come about as a result. It still holds
true that students and researchers need to
have a solid foundation in understanding
language and communication to operate within
the new landscape. The studies in this area
are best when they have an interdisciplinary
or multidisciplinary approach.

Digital Humanities and New Media
Digital contents are nowadays a must.
Technology has helped many researchers
to go beyond the boundaries of knowledge
thanks to new software, new tools and
new transdisciplinary research methods.
© Unsplash. James Owen

SoA has a team of researchers specifically
working on creative contents and digital
humanities.

[

[

The School has assembled a transdisciplinary team of
media researchers and creative designers with an
extensive background in industry and education, to forge
the applications and content required to introduce and
support creative digital media initiatives at Sunway
University and across the entire Sunway Group

What some call social, others are calling
emergent or interactive. The term
transmedia has also been used as a fill in
and encompass the more popular term
‘social media’ which still dominates the
research docket. Nowadays it is impossible
to teach a class without including aspects
of the history and current practices
surrounding social media. Here again,

Digital Communication
While traditional media still holds a place in
the lives of many people around the globe,
the increasing diffusion of digital technologies
continues to rise. We have moved from the
invention of the Internet to the application of
the World Wide Web, to Web 2.0, and now

6

Social Media

Web 3.0.

there are so many interesting areas for
exploration. The elements of social media
have infiltrated every aspect of life and
society. Faculty in SoA recognise the
importance of social media and understand
that research in this area can only
strengthen the courses we teach, for
example, by providing real-life Southeast
Asian case examples for review.
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Centre for ResearchCreation in Digital Media

Sunway University. It is a transdisciplinary hub for creative digital media within the

University with local and international partners forming collaboratories, both physical

and virtual, cutting across time and space. It is aligned with (but not limited to) the

School of Arts and related Departments. It has evolved rapidly to be inclusive of other

faculties and departments to generate digital media content R&D across the University.
CRCDM has assembled a transdisciplinary team of media researchers and creative
designers with an extensive background in industry and education, to forge the

applications and content required to introduce and support creative digital media
initiatives at Sunway University and across the entire Sunway Group.

DIRECTOR OF CRCDM

CRCDM was established in order to foster a media research/creation environment at

PROFESSOR HAROLD THWAITES

The Future at Hand
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DIGITAL HUMANITIES AND
NEW MEDIA

Linking Teaching and Research
Masters Degree in Visual
Communication and Media
Studies
Communications and Media are an ever
growing and changing part of the world we
live in. Be it Netflix, Facebook, Instagram,

Prof. Harold Thwaites
haroldt@sunway.edu.my
Prof. Thwaites has 45 years of
transdisciplinary research in:
Communication Studies, Digital Heritage,
Experiential Media Arts, Audience/user
Media Impact, Information Design,
Digital Media Production and Digital
Humanities.

ON GOING

favourite online games, or an interactive

installation just seen in a museum, media
messaging is a part of life. Today, these

Peranakan Kitchen VR

messages are formulated around narratives. In

It is a full immersive

through the narratives of branding can be

experience involving various
socio-cultural virtual elements
in form of a museum. The
main objective being pursued
in this research is to present
the Peranakan culture

through an 3-D immersive
interactive visualisation, by
employing the currently
available Virtual Reality tools
and techniques.

all forms of media, the shaping of messages
seen. Students investigate these concepts of
media through this framework of narratives.
They look at how contemporary media has
developed narratives as an organising
principle and what that means for society.

In this programme, students learn how
messages are formed and how they affect our
society and culture. They analyse how various
media determine and define how messages
are transmitted. They can get better
understanding of how new technologies affect
the messaging that are received. Students
learn this through a combination of theoretical
knowledge and practical experience. Finally,
they develop a research-based thesis project.

The first Large Scale Full Immersive Virtual Reality
Experience Targeting Cultural Heritage of Malaysia.
This project explores the possibilities of introducing an
instructional/visual experiential museum through the Cultural Heritage
(Malaysian) projects being conducted in the Centre for Research Creation in Digital Media. This also establishes bridges between
School of Arts and other Departments in other Universities including
History, Archeology, Cultural Studies, Anthropology, etc. like our

This is an approach to research that

combines creative and academic research
practices. It supports the development of
knowledge and innovation through artistic
expression, scholarly investigation, and
experimentation. The research-creation
process results in an original artistic work
with a scholarly component.

Info: vcms@sunway.edu.my

current Collaboration with UNESCO through the Universit i Kebangsaan
Malaysia for the Peranakan Heritage Digitization Project.
10
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A/P Dr Kenneth Feinstein
kenf@sunway.edu.my
Kenneth Feinstein is an artist, theorist,
curator and writer. He has exhibited
creative works internationally, including
solo exhibitions at the Chelsea Art
Museum, New York City, and the Jogja
Nasional Museum, Jogjakarta, Indonesia
and group exhibitions at the Millennium
Museum in Beijing, the National Visual Art
Gallery Malaysia, Kuala Lumpur, and the
Museum of the World Ocean, Kaliningrad,
Russia.

Delas Santano
delass@sunway.edu.my
When you have reached a certain level of

Dr Human Esmaeili
hesmaeili@sunway.edu.my
Human is a 3D modeler and Multimedia
Designer in the Centre for Research
Creation in Digital Media (CDCDM),
Sunway University, Malaysia. His areas of

success, you need to guide the newbies in
getting the grind of the industry. It’s never
easy to start at the bottom, and these
newbies still have a lot of questions. You
need to guide them on how to survive the
groove of interior design. Having an

interest include 3D modeling and

accommodating aura allows you to get closer

visualisation with more emphasis on

to the people in lower ranks.

cultural heritage.

Maslisa Zainuddin
lisaz@sunway.edu.my
Lisa has been toiling with the concept of
sustainable design and heritage
preservation through the art of Upcycling,
Repurposing and Refashion. She strives
daily for the pursuit of making and
creating all things beautiful.
13
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PARK BENCH SOJOURN HUMANIZING THE COMPUTER AGE
Park Bench Sojourn is a multi-modal arts project that questions what it means
to be human; surrounded, as we are, by computer technologies and digital
media, living lives which are perpetually connected and dispersed through the
cloud. It explores ways in which we perform ourselves and mediate experience
via digital technologies. It reflects on how our technologically determined lives
and lifestyles conspire against us to find opportunities to stop, reflect and be
witnesses to lived experience. The project is a contribution to post -digital
aesthetics, exploring what it is to be human in the twenty-first century.

https://press.sunway.edu.my/reading-resources/spotlight-on-research/findingyourself-on-a-bench

Prof. Matthew Sansom
msansom@sunway.edu.my
Prof. Sansom is an artist and researcher
working across a variety of media and

contexts – including sound, video,
sculpture, installation, performance, and
musical composition.

14
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Assoc. Prof. Dr Kenneth Feinstein
kfeinstein@sunway.edu.my

Post Box Cinema is a three-dimensional work combining sculptural and video
elements to create a new media sculpture that reflects the relationship of
contemporary life to an idealised vision of nature. The work presents an
everyday object, the letterbox, and contrasts it with an idealised video image
of a mountain scene that is acting as the shadow of the object. The shadow
form is used as a metaphor for the subconscious. As such it presents a
vision of the world that is not normally articulated, but is still actively
present in our decision making. The juxtaposition of the images is intended
to create a relationship between the ideas of modern post-industrial society
and 19th century Romanticism. Most specifically how our contemporary
culture is still tied to ideas of a desire to return to nostalgic vision of a

natural world that is false and only possible for a very few at the top of the
economic chain. This project was funded by Sunway University (research
grant: INTS-2016-SOA-CRCDM).

16
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Thwaites, H. (2021), ‘Heritage preservation in the post-digital era: How much information is enough?’,

Exploring human and social dynamics through virtuality.

Virtual Creativity, 11:1, pp. 9–31, https://doi.org/10.1386/vcr_00038_1
Santano, D.s, Esmaeili, H., Thwaites, H.d and Amar, S. (2021),‘Unmasking the Mah Meri mask: A
digitization journey for AR and VR’, Virtual Creativity, 11:1, pp. 33–
51, https://doi.org/10.1386/vcr_00041_1
Sansom, M. and See, Z. S. (2021), ‘Translating performative media- ted art into virtual reality: A case
study’, Virtual Creativity, 11:1, pp. 53–65, https://doi.org/10.1386/vcr_00042_1
Fauzan M., Woods, P.W., Thwaites, H., Ch’ng E. and Lim Y. P. (2020). A Perspective on the 15th Century
Melaka Sultanate Bridge: A Reconstruction Studies, Proceedings of the International Conference of
Innovation in Media and Visual Design (IMDES 2020), pp. 254-260, ISBN: 978-94-6239-284-7, Atlantis
Press. doi: https://doi.org/10.2991/assehr.k.201202.085
Feinstein K. (2020 ). The Image of Presence and the Presence of the Image. In: Kurosu M. (eds) HumanComputer Interaction. Design and User Experience. HCII 2020. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol
12181. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-49059-1_41
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Thwaites, H., Santano, D., Esmaeili, H., Zi, S.S. (2019). A Malaysian Cultural Heritage Digital Compendium,
in Journal of Digital Applications in Archaeology and Cultural
Heritage. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.daach.2019.e00116

Experiential-Research

VARRN

Addison, L. & Thwaites, H. (2018). Editors. 2018 3rd Digital Heritage International Congress(Digital
Heritage) held jointly with 2018 24th International Conference on Virtual Systems & Multimedia (VSMM
2018) IEEE Xplore, San Francisco, CA, USA. ISBN 978-1-7281-02924 https://doi.org/10.1109/DigitalHeritage.2018.8810086
Santano D.; and Thwaites, H. (2018). Augmented Reality Storytelling: A Transmedia Exploration. 2018 3rd
Digital Heritage International Congress (DigitalHERITAGE) held jointly with 2018 24th International
Conference on Virtual Systems & Multimedia (VSMM 2018) IEEE. ISBN 978-1-7281-0292-4.

Virtual and Augmented Reality is developing worldwide across a wide range of disciplines including
the rapidly emerging heritage – health – education sectors. This network is housed with the Centre
for Research-Creation in Digital Media (CRCDM) at Sunway University, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
VARRN empowers a collaborative transdisciplinary team of ASEAN region researchers who will
focus on leading edge applications of technologies to the betterment of the human condition in
these challenging times and beyond.

https://10.1109/DigitalHeritage.2018.8809996
Esmaeili, H., Thwaites, H; and Woods P. (2018). A conceptual User–Centered Approach to Immersive
Digital Heritage Site/Museum Experiences: The Hidden Waterfall City. 2018 3rd Digital Heritage
Fastest Way to Compare and Book over

International Congress (DigitalHERITAGE) held jointly with 2018 24th International Conference on Virtual
450 Airlines’ Cheaphttps://DOI:
Flights
Systems & Multimedia (VSMM 2018) ISBN 978-1-7281-0292-4.

10.1109/DigitalHeritage.2018.8810110
VARRN Sunway | Research-Creation Content (varrn-sunway.org)
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A/P Dr Pauline Leong Pooi
Yin
paulinel@sunway.edu.my
Dr Leong teaches journalism
and new media subjects,
including Law and Ethics in
Communication and Political
Communication. She has
received internal and external
grants to pursue her research
interests in freedom of speech,
new media and political
communication.
© Unsplash. Myke Simon

Selected publications

Ng, M. L., & Lee, Y. B. (2018). Malaysian Chinese
language newspapers and national identity: A study
of the roles of Sin Chew Daily in Chinese cultural
preservation and nation building. Kajian Malaysia,
36(1), 63–103.

Dr Adrian Lee Yuen Beng
adrianlee@sunway.edu.my
Dr Lee has been actively researching
Malaysian cinema, media and creative
industries. His collection of short
documentaries titled Reel Heritage Series
have been part of official selections at various
festivals in Malaysia and abroad.

Ng, M. L., & Lee, Y. B. (2018). Chinese press and
Malaysian politics: Sin Chew Daily and the Malaysian
13th General Election. International Journal of
Management and Applied Science, 4(2), 41–47.
Ahmad, M., Lee, Y. B., & Wang, L. K. (2017).
Democratisation of cinematic space in Malaysia:
Digital film activism and the Freedom Film Festival.
Journal of Han Chiang College, 9, 123–147.
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DIGITAL COMMUNICATION
AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Prof. Bradley Freeman
bfreeman@sunway.edu.my
Prof. Freeman is Editor of Culture, Media

& Film for Cogent Arts & Humanities , a

Taylor & Francis journal. He also serves
as a representative for the Asian Media
Information and Communication Center and
the Communication Institute of Greece. He
has authored several journal articles, book
chapters, encyclopedia entries and books
including Singapore Radio: Then & Now .

His most recent grant project was with the
Middle East Centre at the London School

of Economics.
Prof. Freeman has several varied research
projects recently. A collaboration with
researchers in Spain and Singapore
entitled “Radio Art: Mental Images and
Appreciation,” was presented at the
International Communication Association
annual conference and published in the

International Journal of Listening .

The study “Dubai’s Sustainable City” with
a UAE co-author, looked at media
coverage of environmental issues in Dubai.
The paper was presented at IAMCR and
will be published.

© Will Francis
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Dr Zuhaili Akmal Ismail
zuhailiai@sunway.edu.my
Dr Ismail has 10 years of experience in academia

Dr Catherine Lee
catherinelee@sunway.edu.my
Dr Lee has more than 19 years of
teaching and research experience in higher
education. She has published extensively
in local and international peer-reviewed
journals. She is a member of the Panel
Assessor for Malaysian Qualifications
Agency (MQA), International

and has research interests in Branding, Advertising,
Digital Media, Social Media, Innovation in Higher
Education Teaching & Learning. He is the recipient
of the Gold Medal at Invention, Innovation and
Design on eLearning (IIDEL) Exhibition and

Competition 2016; the Gold and Judge’s Choice

Award from Advertising Federation of New York’s
2009 ADDY® Awards; and was finalist for Media:
MasterCard “Priceless Search” in Cannes Lion
2009.

Communication Association (ICA),
Malaysian Association of Communication
Educators (MACE), Centre for Higher
Education Research (CHER). Her areas of

EXTERNALLY FUNDED PROJECT (FRGS)

expertise are in public relations, social
media, communication studies, media
studies and technology-enhanced learning.

An integration of Task-Technology Fit

(TTF) and Unified Theory of
Acceptance and Use of Technology
(UTAUT) in Malaysian Higher
Education Institutions During
Pandemic: Policy Responses and
Implications for Improved Online
Teaching and Learning. This project
has been collaboratively developed by
the Centre for Higher Education
Research (CHER) under the
leadership of Professor Glenda
Crossling.

Dr Padma Pillai
padmap@sunway.edu.my
Dr Pillai has working knowledge and
experience in print journalism, scriptwriting,
instructional designing, language training,
editing and publishing. Her research focuses
on human communication, advertising,
marketing, social media and well-being.

The primary aim of this research is
to investigate the key dimensions and
associated challenges in higher

education as a result of the on-going
COVID-19 pandemic and the need for

© Unsplash. Jeremy Bezanger

speedy development and
implementation of totally online
programmes
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Selected publications
Freeman, B. C. (2020) How’d They Do? Exploring Experts’ past Opinions of College Radio’s Future,
Journal of Radio & Audio Media, DOI: 10.1080/19376529.2020.1806846.
Kubeisy, S. & Freeman, B. C. (2020). Bridging or Widening the Gap? Narrative Discourses of the West and
Westerners in Jordan’s My American Neighbor Television Program. Contemporary Review of the Middle
East, DOI: 10.1177/2347798920939840.
Landes, D. B., & Freeman, B. C. (2019). Needs and policies: Dubai classroom narratives of mobile phones.
Global Media Journal (India Edition), 11(1), 1–14. gmj.manipal.edu/issues/june2019/needs-policies-dubaiclassroom-narratives-mobile-phones.pdf
Freeman, B. C. (2018). Communication and media: Types, functions, and key concepts. In J. Cubbage (Ed.),
Media Literacy in Higher Education Environments (pp. 25–40). Hershey, PA: IGI Publishers.
Ismail, Zuhaili (2021). Technology and Innovation in Fashion Textile from a Branding Perspective in
Malaysia Market. Malaysia International Halal Showcase Conference. Malaysia External Trade Development
Corporation (MATRADE), Kuala Lumpur.
Lee, C.E., Leow, S., & Kong, X.J, (2020). The use of mobile technologies for learning in higher education:
Students’ readiness. SEARCH Journal of Media and Communication Research – The 6th International SEARCH
Conference 2019 Special Issue, 107-127.
Chuan, T.P., Lee, C.E., & Lim, S.S. (2020). Differences in visual-textual platforms, technical-strategic
communication and professionalism vs encroachment between Malaysian and American PR practitioners’
social media practices. SEARCH Journal of Media and Communication Research – The 6th International
SEARCH Conference 2019 Special Issue, 173-187.
Lee, C.E., Ong, M.K., Lim, S.S., & Chuan, T.P. (2020). The uses and impact of social and emerging media on
public relations practices in Malaysia. Asia Pacific Public Relations Journal, 22, 1-15.
Leow, S., & Lee, C.E. (2020). Malaysian undergraduate students’ perception of online discussion forums: A
qualitative enquiry. Sains Humanika, 12(2), 31-38. doi: https://doi.org/10.11113/sh.v12n2.1610
Lee C.E. (2019). Facebook use in Malaysian higher education classroom. In: Tatnall A. (Eds) Encyclopedia of
Education and Information Technologies. Springer, Cham. doi:10.1007/978-3-319-60013-0
Pillai, S., Leong, P.P.Y, Perry, M.S., & Wong, A.W.W. (2020). Dialogical intersections of Tamil and Chinese
ethnic identity in the Catholic Church of Peninsular Malaysia. Asiatic, 13(2), 167–181.
Leong, P.P.Y. (2019). Malaysian politics in the new media age: Implications on the political communication
process. Singapore: Springer Nature.
Goh, J.N., Lewis, G.L., & Leong, P.P.Y. (2019). Sexy media dissidents: State regulation, dissidence,
pornography and gay men in Malaysia. Sexuality and Culture, 23(1), 192–208. doi:10.1007/s12119-018-95502
Fastest Way to Compare and Book over

© Unsplash. Manish Upadhya
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Pillai, P., & Shanmugam, V. (2016). I feel connected: A comparative study of students' engagement and
450 2(8),
Airlines’
Cheap
lecturers' credibility. Journal of Media Critiques,
215–227.
doi:Flights
10.17349/jmc116216.
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Culture and

Heritage
Heritage comprises a constantly changing
collection of objects and symbols, a
complexity of images, cultural artefacts,

monuments and a varying assortment of
ethnic customs that are significant and
meaningful to us. Malaysia is rich in all
forms of cultural heritage and the School
of Arts research-creation projects focus on
many of these interests.

Preserving Cultures
Cultural Sustainability is core to the
development of any society. Sustainability
is indelibly ingrained in the DNA of
Sunway University as it is engaged in
preserving memories, identities and beliefs,
through a variety of initiatives, especially

.

Past and Present Traditions

One of the key-foci of the School of arts
is the history of cultures, in the wider
sense. It encompasses different fields of
study like area studies, material culture,
ethnomusicology, or cultural and

projects aiming to digitise collections or

anthropological and ethnographic studies
giving insight into cultural phenomena,
practices or behaviours. By researching on
world cultures our researchers help
preserving heritage for the next
generations.

transcultural studies.

© Unsplash. Fikri Syahfana
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HISTORY OF CULTURES
AND HERITAGE

International

Conference on Material
Culture

Material and Consumer Culture

International Conference on Material

Material culture refers to man-made

Culture was conceived in January 2021

and natural or altered objects that

as the first of its kind held locally and

humans utilise in their daily living,

internationally that focuses on Asian

which are understood in relation to

and Southeast Asian material culture.

specific cultural and historic contexts,

The main objective of ICMC is to serve

communities and belief systems. The

as a platform for researchers and

relationships between people and their

scholars from the academia, along with

things—the making, history,

creators and artists from the industry,

preservation, and interpretation of

to share their research ideas and

objects—are a focus of the researchers

creations revolving around Asian and

in the school, as well as the way

Southeast Asian material culture, as

people consume goods through the

well as to form alliances with one

ages.

another in working towards developing
and exploring new knowledges and
creative approaches that will contribute
towards the various disciplines of study

Arts and Crafts

and derive collaborative solutions that
will benefit mankind and humanity.

Southeast Asia has a rich heritage

and history. Research experts in the

The first conference theme was ‘Things

history of culture investigate the

in Daily, Life of Things in the East.

different arts and crafts, contributing

Past and Present’ and was organised

strongly to their preservation and

by Prof. S. Chaouche, Dr Fiona Wong

transmission to the next generations,

E. Chiong, Ms Bibi Zafirah Hanfa Badil

through different projects in relation to

Zaman, and Mr Amirul Idlan Mukhtar.

social and economic contexts,

It attracted scholars from Japan, China,

performance, music, digital humanities

India, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,

and design.

Indonesia, the United Kingdom, and
Belgium.

30
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Prof. Sabine Chaouche
sabinec@sunway.edu.my
Prof. Chaouche is a leading historian in
Theatre History and Cultural Studies. She has
extensively published on European theatre
production (3 monographs and 20 edited
volumes and scholarly editions). She has
expertise in the history of acting and staging,
gender, playwrighting and the theatre
enterprise. She is preparing a volume on
theatrical costumes in the early modern
period.
Her current interest lies in the 'social life' of
'transported' objects, that is objects from the
East and South Asia that have become trends
in the West (including the fashion known as
‘Chinoiserie’ or ‘Japonisme’). She aims to
explore objects as forms of cultural heritage
that have dual, even multiple, identities.

32

© Unsplash. J. Lyu
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STUDENT CONSUMER CULTURE IN
NINETEENTH-CENTURY OXFORD

Prof. Chaouche’s fourth monograph (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2020) provides an insight into the material
world of underage students in nineteenth-century
Oxford and analyses forms and modes of male
consumerism, especially the goods which were
purchased.

Spotlight on Research, Vol. 3 (2018).
Student Consumption and Debt in Victorian Oxford | Sunway University Press
© Sabine Chaouche
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WAYANG KULIT AND
MALAYSIAN HERITAGE

Dr Fiona Wong E Chiong
fwong@sunway.edu.my
Dr Wong believes in the
preservation, conservation and
education of Malaysia’s tangible and
intangible cultural arts heritage
through research and scholarly
writings on local art forms. She
incorporates her passion for local
cultural arts, design and crafts in her
teachings as she finds it important to
pass on the knowledge to the
younger generation. She is expert in
the Wayang Kulit Kelantan puppet
designs.
© Fiona Wong E Chiong

36

37

22
00
22
11

SCHOOL OF ARTS

CRCDM: FOLKLORE STORIES
The research aims to create an immersive system
that will showcase the output of the Reimagining o f
Malaysian Folklore Stories. Folklore stories in
Malaysia have been traditionally passed down from
generations verbally by the elders. There are only
a handful of folklore stories that have been
documented, either as a comic story such as the
Kancil or a book of Mah Meri moyang stories
(words and few if any visuals). Stories from many
other sub-group in Malaysian Culture and Heritage
still reside in the minds of the elders.
(contact: Delas Santano)
https://university.sunway.edu.my/CRCDM/ourprojects/Folklore-Stories

CRCDM: THE UNSEEN ARTS IN THE
MALAY CULTURE AND HERITAGE
© Unsplash. Nick Fewings

This key project aims to research and digitise
specific samples of tangible and intangible Malay
Culture and Heritage, that has typically been
overlooked or disregarded. Once a collection of
both tangible and intangible heritage is identified,
data collection will be conducted comprising HD
visual capture, sound capture, photogrammetry and

Christine May Yong
christiney@sunway.edu.my
Christine May Yong is currently working on her
PhD dissertation that studies the practice and
dissemination of Wayang Kulit Kelantan (shadow
play) in Malaysia. Her dissertation also examines

3-dimensional scanning. Artefacts ranging from
literature story scripts to crafts or built heritage
will be curated into an archive through the

digitisation process. Together, intangible heritage
such as rituals or ceremonies, performances and
processes will form a substantial and expandable
“living archive”.
(contact: Delas Santano)

contemporary articulations of the performance

38

form within and beyond the state of Kelantan, the

The Unseen Arts in the Malay Culture and Heritage | Sunway

site of Wayang Kulit Kelantan's origins.

University
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MUSICAL TRADITIONS

Performing Arts Heritage and Sustainability
The study of performing arts heritage is both a rich field of
study and precious theme for reflection on traditions, past and
present. The fields of ethnomusicology and ethnochoreology
examine music and dance practices with particular emphasis
on the cultural context drawing from other fields such as

7th Inter Asia Popular
Music Studies Conference

history, anthropology, sociology, ethnology, and area studies.
Sunway University hosted the 7th Inter Asia
Popular Music Studies Conference online from
3rd to 6th December 2020. Fifty-two presenters
from the US, Europe, Australia, and the AsiaPacific region deliberated their papers under the
theme of “Asia’s Sonic (under) Currents and
Currencies” to explore the responses of popular
music as local and trans-local, national and
transnational formations and traditions to the
disruptions and changes in the region’s
changing techno-cultural landscape.
The conference also explored the relevance and
currencies of both assumptions and practices of
popular music in the region with examples
ranging from genres and categories, cultural
industries, politics and government, fandom and
activism. The conference featured a keynote
speech by Prof. Tan Sooi Beng, a plenary
session by singer and cultural activist Grace
Nono, and a live concert by Azmyl Yunor. An
edited volume of selected papers from the
conference is in press.

© IHatemydesign
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A/P Dr Mayco A. Santaella
maycos@sunway.edu.my
Dr Santaella has conducted research on
music and dance traditions of the extended
Sulu Zone (East Malaysia, southern
Philippines, and eastern Indonesia) and its

Performing Arts and the Royal
Courts of Southeast Asia
(PARCSE) Symposium

links to the Nusantara region. He carried out
extensive fieldwork in Central Sulawesi,
Indonesia as a Fulbright recipient (2012–
2013). His research foci include the study of
music and dance within the extended Sulu
Zone, choreomusicology, and popular music
in maritime Southeast Asia.

Dr Santaella organised the Performing Arts
and the Royal Courts of Southeast Asia
(PARCSEA) symposium, held 12-13 July 2018
at Sunway University. The symposium included
presentations by prominent scholars from the
US and Southeast Asia who presented on
specific topics assembled for this program
delivering valuable perspectives and insights
that helped further our goals of better

understanding the important roles of royal
institutions in SEA: past, present, and future.
The symposium also included a performance
of royal court performing arts, namely,
Gunungsari mask dance from Central Java
(performed by Javanese dancer Urip Sri
Maeny), Asyik royal court dance from Patani
and Kelantan (performed by MAWARKU
dancers) Joget Gamelan court dance from
Pahang and Terengganu (performed by
ASWARA dancers), and a special treat to the
Bedhaya Banjaransari court dance from
Yogyakarta (performed by dancers from the
Pura Pakualaman court in Yogyakarta)
presented and sponsored by Her Majesty Gusti
Kanjeng Bandara Raden Ayu Adipati Paku
Alam, Queen of Pakualaman court.
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Samuel Tan Hsien Chih
Samuelt@sunway.edu.my
Samuel Tan is a collaborative pianist devoted to
the fields of teaching, opera, art song, chamber
music, musical theatre, and contemporary music.
He has a Master of Music in Solo and
Collaborative Piano with Distinction and an
Advanced Postgraduate Diploma in Professional
Performance with Distinction from the Royal
Birmingham Conservatoire. At the Conservatoire,
Samuel received the Denis Matthews Trust
Scholarship and won first prize in the Delia Hall
Accompanist Prize for Pianists, the John Ireland
Piano and Chamber Prize, and the grand
AdvPgDip Course Prize. He was also selected
from the Piano Department to receive the Burke
Trophy for Piano-Playing upon graduation and was
subsequently awarded full scholarship
(Weingarten) to study at the Liszt Academy of
Music. His research interest has been mainly
focused on the sociocultural and historical
background of the Malaysian Chinese art song.
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SUSTAINABLE CULTURES

Sunway University places particular

emphasis on sustainable development

and the preservation of traditions and
cultures. Various multidisciplinary

projects in collaboration with the School

Design For Good

of Technology and Tourism are

underway. Researchers are actively

involved in protecting our environment
and are working to find solutions to

help Malaysian communities benefit from
their traditional know-how and
craftsmanship.

Translated with
www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version)

This sustainability-focused project bridges
formal research and real-life design
implementation. The purposes of this project
are to understand the direct and indirect
challenges in Kampung Sungai Lima by
exploring its environmental, social, and
cultural context, and to develop sustainable
design solutions to these challenges. This
project is expected to contribute to the
sustainability of Kampung Sungai Lima by
taking action for change via design. By taking
one step at a time, the researcher hopes to
achieve the sustainable development goals in
the long run.

Dr Goh Yi Sheng
yishengg@sunway.edu.my
Dr Goh is a design researcher whose interests include
consumer behaviour in the creative industries, product design
and branding strategies, and recently sustainable design. She
initiated the Sungai Lima project with a passion to apply her
professional knowledge to contribute to local communities.
© Goh Yi Sheng
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The mission of this project is to help Kampung
Sungai Lima to become a more sustainable village
using design as a strategy for village development.
EXPECTED OUTCOME
A sustainable village maximising the benefits of its rich
natural and cultural assets, and conserving its natural,
social, and cultural uniqueness at the same time.

Design For Good | Social Innovation Project in Kampung Sungai Lima

© Goh Yi Sheng

SEPTEMBER 2020 - Ocean Waste Clean-up

© Goh Yi Sheng
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The Design For Good team brought along friends and colleagues to Sungai Lima on a high
tide to do ocean waste clean-up. Friends and colleagues who joined us during this event
include lecturers from Sunway University, a radio programme producer, and primary and
secondary school kids. We are glad that when asked if they would come again, the kids
replied immediately with a “yes!”. They have experienced first-hand what it feels to clean
trash from the ocean and they have hopped onto our sustainable wagon by advocating zero
tolerance on littering.
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Centre for South Asian
and Indian Ocean Studies
Studies

SAIOS is an interdisciplinary research centre established to study the shared

culture of countries surrounding the Indian Ocean, that for centuries past have
been linked together by the monsoon winds. A particular focus will be on the

history, society and economy of South Asia (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri

DIRECTOR OF SAIOS

© Unsplash. Tiago Rosadp

PROFESSOR CRISPIN BATES

Capturing the Dynamics of Social Change

© Crispin Bates

Lanka) and their links to the rest of Southern and South-East Asia through trade
and migration.
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Prof. Crispin Bates
crispinb@sunway.edu.my
Prof. Bates has conducted extensive research in
provincial and district archives in the Indian
subcontinent, focusing on migrant labour, peasant,
and tribal history and has published more than 50
articles and authored, co-authored, and edited 15
books. From 2006 to 2009, he led a major UK Arts
& Humanities Research Council (AHRC)-funded
project concerning the Indian Uprising of 1857,
which resulted in a multi-volume series Mutiny at
the Margins published by Sage.
From 2015 to 2018, Professor Bates was the lead
investigator in ‘Becoming Coolies’, an AHRC-funded
project on the origins of Indian Overseas labour
migration in the Indian Ocean in the 19th and early
20th centuries, for which he researched in archives
throughout the Indian Ocean region, and as far
flung as Trinidad and Fiji. He is currently a co investigator in ‘The Other from Within’, an AHRC
project on the history and legacies of Indian
anthropological thought. He is the academic editor
of several book series, including New Horizons in
South Asian Studies from Routledge and Global
South Asians from Cambridge University Press.

Spotlight on Research
(Vol. 5)
Published on Dec 21, 2020
https://issuu.com/sunway3/docs/spotlight_o
n_research_2021

“Through research, I hope to discard stereotypes
and biases, and help engender a greater pride in
the long history of Asian migration”

© Unsplash. Urip Dunker
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© Unsplash. Pavan Gupta
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A unique centre

Malaysia’s connections to South Asia
are strong and important, with a
large portion of its population
enjoying some form of South Asian
ancestry. South Asia itself
encompasses the most populous
nations in the world and is home to
the world’s oldest religions and
civilisations (Hinduism and
Buddhism). A strategically sensitive
zone, it also contains some of Asia’s
most important emerging economies,
the largest population of the world’s
poor, and the third largest population
of devotees of Islam. These all
make it an important focus of
current research in the humanities
and social sciences.
The Centre aims to provide an
academic nodal point for all those
studying and working on South Asia

and the cultures of the Indian Ocean
region within Malaysia.

Worship of the Hindu goddess Mariamman is
widespread in South India and South-East Asia
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Performance and

Creation

RESEARCH-CREATION

© Unsplash. Ulki Okan Kabak

In our globalised world, the creative
industries play a core role as they
contribute to the economy of a country,
by providing entertainments and cultural
artefacts. But artistry is as important as
producing commercial shows or
performances, that is why the School of
Arts nurtures the seeds of talent with
researchers who are not only academics
but also composers, designers or
performers.

“ The creative process, like a spiritual journey, is intuitive, non -

linear, and experiential. It points us toward our essential nature,
which is a reflection of the boundless creativity of the universe. ”
John Daido Loori

Like theatre, music is a living art form
that has therapeutic qualities ("music
softens the soul"). It runs through
lives, marking the phases of the

An approach to research that combines
creative and academic research
practices, and supports the development
of knowledge and innovation through
artistic expression, scholarly investigation,
and experimentation. The creation
process is situated within the research
activity and produces critically informed
work in a variety of media (art forms).
Research-creation cannot be limited to
the interpretation or analysis of a
creator’s work, conventional works of
technological development, or work that
focuses on the creation of curricula.

www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca

existence. Whether through a live
concert, online streaming or CDs, music
is not only lively, it makes us come alive
by portraying and evoking emotions.
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MUSIC PRACTICE
Azmyl Yunor’s ‘Instigator Blues’ is a
good dose of satire
LIVE MUSIC ALIVE
SoA is privileged to have faculty

The arts often reflect the mood, worries and the
voice of the people. Some may be hits, like The
Bigger Picture by Lil Baby, a song that became

members who are also active players

the theme for the Black Lives Matter movement

composers, arrangers, experienced

Imagine sung by a collage of rich celebrities in

in the Malaysian rock music scene,
classical music performers and
accompanists.

and sentiment in the US. Some are misses, like
their multi-million dollar mansions while the rest of
the world faces the pandemic.
This idea of healthy dissent and satire in arts was
why Azmyl Yunor recently launched a music video
for his latest single, Penghasut Blues (Instigator
Blues), now available on YouTube.
Offstage, a lot of musicians are actually woke and
critical of what’s going on, but decades of selfcensorship has pushed a lot of our creative voices
into a corner in order to keep our rice bowls and
it has become common sense to the subsequent
generations,” said Azmyl.
“Don’t bother about the mainstream music industry
– they’re more interested in exploiting and selling

“Being a musician is at the heart of everything I
do, whether it's on stage, in the studio, or in the
classroom. Being an active practitioner of our
art enables me to go beyond the textbook and
share authentic experiences with my students.”
Prof. George Hess

trends. It’s all fluff, no substance. Real-life is more
interesting than any fiction – why not leverage on
what we find ourselves mired in and turn it into
something worthwhile and enjoy the creative
process instead? Someone has to be the jester
who unveils the pretence and I’ll gladly play it
once in a while since no one else is willing to
step up.“

By Azizul Rahman Ismail

Sunday Daily , 04/05/2021
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© George Hess

Azmyl Yunor
azmyly@sunway.edu.my

Prof. George Hess
georgeh@sunway.edu.my

Azmyl Yusof (more popularly known by his
stage name 'Azmyl Yunor') is a renowned

Professor Hess Jr is an educator, guitarist, composer and author. An award -

Malaysian bi-lingual independent singer-

winning teacher, he has taught music technology at leading universities for over

songwriter, musician, radio host, and writer

25 years and has presented clinics and workshops throughout the world. The

who has performed in countries around the

author of Creating Music with Notion (Hal Leonard, 2015), he has published

region since the late 1990s. Since 1997, he

many articles for journals and magazines. He has produced over 100 tutorial

has released multiple albums and three

videos on music software and his videos are featured on Groove 3 and the

Extended Plays (EP) as a solo artiste and

MuseScore website. A professional guitarist, he has performed extensively

also albums with his other band projects. He

throughout the United States with artistes such as James Morrison, Bob Mintzer,

is a member of CENDANA.

David Liebman, Wycliffe Gordon, Jim Nabors, the Osmonds, Ryo Kawasaki and
Myron Floren and as the leader of his own ensembles. He was named an Apple
Distinguished Educator in 2010 and is on the board of directors for Technology
for Music Education. He holds degrees from the University of Northern Colorado
and the Berklee College of Music.

© Mohd Azmyl Md Yusof
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A/P Dr Andrew Filmer
andrewf@sunway.edu.my
Dr Filmer is versatile in the arts, combining his
musicology training with that of viola performance
and a passion for teaching. He was part of a
three-person team that constructed the first
harpsichord built in Malaysia.
He performs frequently as a chamber musician and
narrator, with occasional roles as orchestra
conductor and concerto soloist. He was Editor of

the Journal of the American Viola Society and is a
consultant for the Australia and New Zealand Viola
Society. His research on Bach and Mozart has
been presented at three International Viola
Congresses and other international conferences,
and has been published in the US, Europe, and
Australasia.

© Unsplash. Europeana

“Today’s academic juggles three roles: researcher, practitioner, and
pedagogue. But – just as for actual jugglers – these are all connected.
By researching we set our minds to discovery, we take that into our
practice as trailblazers, and we impart skills as teachers. We do
many things… all part of one grand adventure”

© Andrew Filmer
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© Andrew Filmer
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THEATRE AND
PERFORMANCE

Devising Theatre: Brohemia!
The 120-minute play (with intermission)
deals with themes such as toxic masculinity,

CREATIVE PROCESSES

power, identity, the idea of conformity and
redemption set in the land of Brohemia, a
haven for minorities. The play is an allegory of

Laboratory scenes, forum theatre or

politics, just like Animal Farm. Brohemia! is an

devising theatre are today dynamic

exploration of the repercussions of masculinity

performative forms that not only

when it turns toxic," he adds. The devised play,

remind us that theatre is a live art,

presented in English, Bahasa Malaysia,

but also play an essential role in

Cantonese and Mandarin with English surtitles, is

the development of citizenship. SoA

the third and last of Theatresauce 2019 season’s

practitioners and playwrights explore

New Projects and will incorporate music,

what being human means. Recent

movement, poetry and multimedia.

productions show that artists are
engaging in dialogue with their

Brohemia! features a strong list of performers,

audiences to discuss contemporary

with experience and new energy blending well.
Wong elaborates that this toxicity manifests itself

societal issues in relation to

in the form of discrimination, racism and ageism.

identity, gender, ageing, loneliness,

“These things have become so normalised and I

art and emotions.

want people within these communities to really
think twice before they bully and harass each
other. I want people to reflect upon what their
politics are and stand up and say enough is
enough," explains Wong.
In the end, says Wong, Brohemia! seeks to show
the importance of “embracing our ability to look
at differences and respecting each others’
differences with compassion and empathy.”

The Star, 08/11/2019
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“Kelvin Wong, one of Kuala Lumpur’s most active theatremakers”
― The Star, 08/11/2019

Artists
Kelvin Wong
kelvinwong@sunway.edu.my

Kelvin Wong is a director, educator
and Artistic Director of Theatresauce, a
new collective he founded to exhilarate
and engage urban Malaysians through
edgy works of theatre. He was directorin-residence at The Kuala Lumpur
Performing Arts Centre from 2009 to
2012 where he designed, devised and
directed productions across Malaysia
and Singapore. A recurring nominee at
the BOH Cameronian Arts Awards, he
also taught theatre extensively to

schools and corporate organisations.
He currently chairs the performing arts
programme at Sunway University, under
the Department of Film and Performing
Arts. Besides, he also trains directors
under Theatresauce’s Emerging
Directors Lab programme.

© Kelvin Wong
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© Theatre Sauce (2018)
© Theatre Sauce (2019)
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Leow Puay Tin (1999) performing in her own
play 'Family' at Festival der Geister, Berlin 1999.
Directed by Krishen Jit & Wong Hoy

Leow Puay Tin
ptleow@sunway.edu.my

Through writing, devising, and curation,
Leow Puay Tin creates texts for
performance that have been staged by
prominent directors and theatre companies
in Malaysia and Singapore, such as the late
Krishen Jit (Five Arts Centre, Malaysia),

Ivan Heng (WildRice, Singapore), Ong Keng
Ken (TheatreWorks, Singapore), Loh Kok
Man (Pentas Project, Malaysia), and Chee
Sek Thim (Five Arts Centre, Malaysia).

These texts include Three Children,

Family , and A Modern Woman Called

Ang Tau Mui produced in the original
English language as well as in

translation. Leow has also produced a
series of 'tikam-tikam" texts using a

combination of text curation and writing
which are meant for performed reading
and performance using a chance device
to determine the presentation sequence.

(Leow Puay Tin (2007) performing with Janet Pillai in
'Bunga Manggar Bunga Raya', created by Marion D'Cruz
with the performers
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Leow Puay Tin (1987) on the poster for 'Emily of Emerald Hill',
written by Stella Kon & directed by Chin San Sooi

LEOW
PUAY
TIN

© All images: Leow Puay Tin
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Above: 1. Page from Leow Puay Tin's play '(A Modern Woman Called Ang Tau Mui' published in 'Staging History' by Five Arts Centre (2015)
2. Playwright Leow Puay Tin (2021) watching a full rehearsal of 'Oppy & Professor Communitas' in the Five Arts Centre studio
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CREATION

SoA aspires to become one of the
most important cultural centres in the
Klang Valley. Its multi-talented artists
specialise in areas such as upcycling,
and branding, and explore themes
such as Malaysian identity, nature and
space, emotion and memory. Their
works have been exhibited nationally
and internationally. SoA is proud to
have faculty members who are among
the finest artists in Southeast Asia.
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Helen Guek Yee Mei
heleng@sunway.edu.my

Our Stories © Helen Guek

Our Stories © Helen Guek

History of the Eplorer © Helen Guek
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Maslisa Zainuddin
lisaz@sunway.edu.my

All images © Maslisa Zainuddin
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Bibi Zafirah Hanfa Badil Zaman
bibib@sunway.edu.my

All images: © Bibi Zafirah Hanfa Badil Zaman
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Amirul Idlan Mukhtar
amirulm@sunway.edu.my

All images: © Amiraul Idlan
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Prof. Sabine Chaouche (SaCha)
sabinec@sunway.edu.my

Asianalogies © Sabine Chaouche

photos © Sabine Chaouche
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Linking Teaching and Research
Masters & PhD degrees in
Creative Arts and Media
The Master of Arts and the Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) in Creative Arts
and Media at Sunway University are unique and innovative. They provide
students with an opportunity to carry out interdisciplinary research and

contribute new understanding and insight to disciplines aligned with the
School of Arts. Students can opt for a conceptual or research -creation
path. By conducting independent scholarly work within a specialist area of
creative arts and media, graduates can contribute to the advancement of
their respective discipline.
The creative aspect of the MA and PhD programmes offers students the
opportunity to develop their work through artistic or academic forms.
Students may integrate creative arts practice and the creation of artworks
or other artefacts as part of their research. These research-creation works
lead them to give interpretations of existing artworks, as well as creative

arts practice itself.
Possible areas of investigation include media, communication (journalism,
public relations, social media, advertising, broadcasting, digital heritage,
the Internet or media policy and regulation) and the arts (film, music, the
traditional arts, design, performance and theatre studies).
We welcome historical, theoretical or philosophical approaches along with
analytical interpretative inquiry into the works and practices of the creative
arts and media.
Potential candidates should contact the Programme Leader to discuss

prospective research topics in the area of creative arts and media.

Info: cam@sunway.edu.my

© Unsplash. Enzo Tomassi
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ElastiCities
Contact: sabinec@sunway.edu.my
The term "Elasti-Cities" is based on the

Cities all over the world are affected by

word elasticity, which reflects the notions of

factors related to the consumer society and

resilience, agility and mobility, all of which

globalisation. Overexploitation of the earth's

are linked to smart cities and key to the

resources will generate more environmental

cities of the future.

disasters such as flooding in cities. The
destruction of flora to build more highways

In his famous book Liquid Modernity (1999),

and buildings will increase global warming

the philosopher Zygmunt Bauman defined

and the mass extinction of species whose

modernity as "liquid" to describe the

habitat will be destroyed.

changes that marked the transition to

© Unsplash. Moosa Haleem
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Malaysia's grand challenges in, broadly, “urban health”.
The cluster ambitions to become a world-class research

[

[

To undertake inspirational initiatives that address

group and to form global alliances with leading universiti es
and international organisations focused on Future Cities.

globalisation and accelerated modernisation.

The growing gap between the poor and the

He meant that the structure of the old

rich, partly as a result of neoliberal

world has dissolved, facilitating economic

programmes and policies that have left

and social fluidity, but also increasing

people behind, will create conflict and

uncertainty and loss of identity. The cities

unhealthy living conditions. All these issues

of tomorrow will face major challenges such

need to be addressed by governments in

as climate change and overcrowded areas.

the future. They raise the question of what

They will need to be resilient (but not

kind of world, but also what kind of cities

necessarily resistant) - and not just fluid.

we want the next generations to live in

Elasticity symbolises the qualities and

(what kind of sustainability, malleability,

characteristics that cities in the 21st

agility, resilience and transformative

century must develop. Members of the

aspects), and therefore what kind of

cluster will work actively to create "Elasti -

research on cities should be developed to

Cities Solutions”, that is transformational

improve well-being and maintain liveable

responses to enhance resilience-building

cities.

and flexibility of the future cities.
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In Short
Department of Art, Design and Media
Head: A/P Dr Kenneth Feinstein

Key research expertise
1. Sustainable design
2. Heritage studies & preservation
3. Media practice and theory

Key focus areas
1. Recycling and sustainability
2. Architectural space and usage
3. Cultural heritage and preservation of intangible culture
Key areas of research supervision
1. Game Development & Design
2. Cultural & Sustainable Design
3. Architectural space & usage

Key projects
1. ‘Orang Asli-Taiwan Legends Books (w/ Han Culture Centre Malaysia)’
2. ‘Design for Sustainability – Ecotourism design for Sungai Lima’
3. ‘Promoting and Preserving Traditional Craftsmanship in Malaysia: Using Craft as
Alternative to Synthetic Material (internally funded)’

Key collaborations
1. University of Malaya
2. Southeast Asian Cultural Hub
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Department of Communication
Head: Prof. Bradley Freeman

Key research expertise
1.
2.
3.
4.

Public Relations and Corporate Communication
Political Communication
Gender and Media
Media, Popular Culture & Society

Key focus areas

1. Strategic Communications (PR and Corporate Comm)
2. Advertising and Branding
3. Digital Media and Politics
Key areas of research supervision
1. Mass Communications
2. Social Media and Society
3. Public Relations Excellence

Key projects
1.
2.
3.
4.

‘Gatekeeping and Moderation of Socio-Political Cyber-Communities in Malaysia’
‘Food Transculturalism among Malaysian Youths in the Klang Valley’
‘South China Sea Maritime Disputes and Media Coverage’
‘Sunway Malls Employer Branding Strategy’

Key collaborations
1. National University of Singapore
2. American University in Dubai
3. Freie Universität Berlin
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Department of Film and Performing Arts
Head: A/P Dr Mayco Santaella

Key research expertise
1. Performance
2. Ethnomusicology
3. Music and Film Production

Key focus areas
1. Devising Performance Texts
2. Southeast Asian Performing Arts Cultures
3. Classical Music Performance
Key areas of research supervision
1. Creative Processes and Staging
2. Musical Traditions, Musicology, Audio Technology and Soundscapes
3. Malaysian Film

Key projects
1. ‘Creation and Economy of the Stage Costume (16th-18th century)’
2. ‘Sustainability of the Performing Arts in Southeast Asia’
3. ‘Music, Pedagogy, and Curriculum Design’

Key collaborations
1. University of Durham, UK
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Centre for Research-Creation in Digital Media
(CRCDM)
Dir.: Prof. Harold Thwaites

Key research expertise
1. Exploring human and Social Dynamics through Digital Media
2. Heritage
3. Digital Arts & Narratives
Key focus areas
1. Evolving Virtual and Augmented Reality for SDGs
2. The Post-Digital Society - personal and cultural impacts
3. Challenging Emerging Media Arts & Practice.
Key areas of research supervision
1. Post-Digital Media Research-Creation
2. Sustainable Digital Heritage and Culture
3. Digital Materialities in the Arts

Key projects
1. ‘Virtual & Augmented Reality Research VARRN’ (internally funded)
2. ‘Heritage Sustainability and Archiving (Malay & World Cultures)’
3. ‘Augmented Narratives and Storytelling’

Key collaborations
1. Center for Malaysian Indigenous Studies, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
University Malaya
2. UCD
3. School of Creative Industries at the University of Newcastle.
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Centre for South Asian and Indian Ocean Studies
(SAIOS)
Dir.: Prof. Crispin Bates

Key research expertise
1. Economics, Economic History
2. Cultural History
3. History of Trade and Migration in South Asia and the Indian Ocean region

Key focus areas
1. South Asian Migration, History of Anthropology in South Asia, the Movement of
Peoples, Labour Migration
2. Cultures and Ideas in the Indian Ocean, Sustainable Cities, the Ramayana in Malaysia
3. Subaltern Rights and Colonialism

Key areas of research supervision
1. Modern and Contemporary South Asian and Indian Ocean History
2. Economic History of Malaysia
3. Urban Life and Sustainability

Key projects
1. ‘‘The Origins of South Asian Migration in the Indian Ocean’
2. ‘The Other From Within: Indian Anthropologists and the Birth of the Nation’ (with
Edinburgh, Leeds and Manchester Universities, funded by UK AHRC);
3. ‘Crossing the Indian Ocean: the movement of peoples, cultures and ideas’.

Key collaborations
1. University of Qatar
2. University of Edinburgh
3. Kyoto University Graduate School of African and Asian Studies
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ElastiCities
Lead: Prof. Sabine Chaouche

Key research expertise
1. Smart and Digital Technologies
2. Social and Economic History
3. Cultural History, Heritage and Tourism

Key focus areas
1. Urban Health and Decarbonised Environments
2. Urban Cultures and Traditions
3. Urban Space and Sustainability

Key areas of research supervision
1. Street Life (Past and Present) and Mediated Representations of The City
2. Art And The City, Urban Landscapes
3. Green Technology and Smart Urban Design

Key projects
1. ‘Electrochromic Supercapacitors-Based Smart Glass for Future Buildings and
Pedestrian walkway covering’ led by Prof. Mohammad Khalid
2. ‘Co-Living Concept Multicultural Perceptions and Needs’ led by A/P Dr Teh Phoey
Lee
3. ‘Elasti-Cities: The Gig Taxi Transport Economy In India And Malaysia’ led by Prof.
Crispin Bates
4. ‘Tourism, Street Food and Consumption in the City: The Resilience of Urban MicroBusinesses’ led by A/D Dr Daniel Chong

Key collaborations
1. University of Kyoto
2. University of Lancaster
3. University of Oxford
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Supervisors welcome topics such as…
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Acting In Silent Films
Advertising Strategy
Art History
Audience/User Media Impact,
Biocybernetic Research,
Chinese/ South Korean Historical Drama TV Series
Cities
Communication And Media Studies,
Consumer Behaviour In Creative Industries
Contemporary South Asian Politics And Society
Corporate Identity Design
Costumes And Representations Of The Far East In The Performing Arts
Creative Media Production
Creative Processes In The Performing Arts
Cross-Cultural Advertising Communication
Cultural Design Motifs And Symbolism
Cultural Heritage
Design For Ageing
Design For Sustainability
Design Thinking And Its Application
Digital Cultural Heritage And The Cultural Imaginary
Digital Heritage (Only 3D Digitisation Process)
Digital Humanities
Digital Media And Journalism
Eastern Influences On The Western Performing Arts
Eastern/Western Masculinity In The Performing Arts/ TV Series/ Film
Effective Communication At The Workplace
Effects Of Strategic Communication Efforts
Experiential Media Arts,
Female Performers And The Body
Forms Of Acting In The West And The East
Freedom Of Speech And Expression
Future Of Digital Lifestyle
Game Asset And Virtual Environment Development (Not As Objective But Following
Specific Objectives)
Gandhi And Popular Movements In The Indian Independence Movement
Gender Representations

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Global Branding Identity & Experience
Gong Music And Dance Traditions In Maritime Southeast Asia
Graphic Design
History Of Western Art Music
Illustration In Graphic Design: Styles And Techniques
Indian Migrant Labour And The South Asian Diaspora
Information Design
Intangible Cultural Heritage: Policies And Applications
Korean Wave
Masculinity On Stage/ On Screen
Media Law And Ethics
Modern History Of The Indian Ocean
Music Editing
Music Education/Instrumental Pedagogy
Negotiating Identity In New Compositions And Choreographies
Pataphysics
Photography
Playground Design
Political Communication
Popular Music During The Post-Independence Era In Maritime Southeast Asia
Postcolonial Theory
Presentation And Layout Design
Printing And Publishing
Product Design And Branding Strategies
Public Communication Campaigns
Puppets Design And Craft (Shadow Play)
Rap Cultures / Black Cultures
Repertoire And Technique Of Bowed Stringed Instruments
Social Innovations Via Design
Social Media In Public Relations
Southeast Asian/Asian Contemporary Art
Strategic And Effective Leadership Communication
Street cultures
Sustainable Communication
The ‘Subaltern’ In South Asian History
The Economic, Social And Political History Of Central India From 1700 To The
Present
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The Expression And Representation Of Emotions
The History Of The Adivasis (Tribes) Of India From The Mid-18th Century To The
Present
The Indian Uprising Of 1857
The Performing Arts In The Eye Of The Foreigners
Toy Design
Trade Between South Asia/ Southeast Asia/ Asia And Europe (16th-19th Century)
Trans-Modernity And Cosmopolitanism In Indian Thought
Travelling Objects (East To West)
Travelogues
Urban City Dwellers
Urban Environments
Urban Health
Urban Landscapes
Urban Migrations
Urban Spaces
Use Of Technology In Education
Virtual Behaviour And Skill Development Through VR
Virtual Reality And Human Behaviour/Psychology
Visual Communication Design Strategies
Visual Culture And Art History (19th-20th Century Malaysia)
Western Music Hall
Western Philosophy
General Editor and designer: SaCha
Editor: Elizabeth Marie Edwin
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