
 

 

Silk Roads Old and New: 
A Historical Perspective on BRI
Professor Mark Elliott is the Mark Schwartz Professor of Chinese and 
Inner Asian History in the Department of East Asian Languages and 
Civilizations and the Department of History at Harvard University. He is also 
a former director of the Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies.

An authority on post-1600 China and the history of relations across the nomadic 
frontier, Professor Elliott is known as a pioneer of the “New Qing History”, an 
approach emphasising the imprint of Inner Asian traditions upon China’s last 
imperial state and its modern successors.
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